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Tammy is a loving mother, daughter, sister, friend, co-worker, 
and advocate. She has been there for everyone else for the 
last 31 years, now it is time for her to focus on herself. 

We will all miss her 
terribly – I know I will. 
As we approach October, 
for those of you who 
have worked with or 
been served by Tammy, 
please take the time to 
reach out to her. 

Please join me in 
congratulating Tammy 
on an awesome career 
of serving others as a 
lifelong victim advocate!

O

by Angie McCown, Director
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TAMARA STOCKTON
Notification Manager Retiring

ur fearless 
notification 
leader and Victim 

Services Division historian, 
Tammy Stockton has 
decided to retire effective 
October 31, 2020. She has 

served the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) 
for 31 years, 21 of those with the Victim Services Division. 
She has worked in many capacities to include analyst, 
supervisor, and manager.

Anyone who has worked at TDCJ Victim Services has 
reached out to Tammy time and again for her guidance and 
historical knowledge. Her empathy and compassion for 
violent crime victims is immeasurable. When she speaks 
with a victim she ensures that they know they are not alone. 

The Victim Services Division would not be as successful 
as we are today had it not been for Tammy’s loyalty to 
our mission and her willingness to share her historical 
knowledge.

“Empathy has no script. There is no right way or wrong way to do it. It’s simply listening, 
holding space, withholding judgment, emotionally connecting, and communicating that 
incredibly healing message of you’re not alone.”
- Brene Brown
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IN OUR WORLD RIGHT NOW
Challenges to Remaining Committed
by Derrelynn Perryman, Vice-Chairman
Texas Board of Criminal Justice

am writing this in 
June of 2020 and 
much has changed 

and is continuing to change 
in our world right now. In 
addition to drastic changes in 
our day to day routines, there 
is tension that centers around 
racism, politics, and the role 

of the criminal justice system. I know that survivors of 
violent crimes are viewing this through the lenses of their 
experiences and all this turmoil can add additional stress. 
Victim services providers also have new challenges in how 
best to deliver services, stay safe, and deal with their own 
personal reactions to all this change and unrest. Now more 

than ever, those who advocate for crime victims must remain 
committed to making sure that survivors’ voices are heard. 

As Vice-Chairman of the Texas Board of Criminal Justice I 
have been paying close attention to the efforts made by TDCJ 
to meet the challenges proactively, and I can tell you that I 
have seen a deeply moving level of courage, cooperation, 
and dedication to service throughout the agency. Your 
Victim Services Division has worked tirelessly and overcome 
challenges in order to fulfill their commitment to survivors 
and providers throughout Texas. 

I don’t have magic answers or the ability to see into the 
future to know what’s next. I would just encourage all of us to 
make sure we are taking care of ourselves, supporting each 
other, and being patient with each other as we find our way 
through these times.

D

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING
the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles?
by Libby Hamilton, Victim Liaison
Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles

ue to the pandemic, 
we have all found 
ourselves in a world 

where nearly every aspect of 
our lives has been altered. 

For many victims and survivors, 
the stress that comes with 
worrying about their health 
and avoiding the virus is only 

compounded by having to endure the parole review process. 
The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles (Board) has received 
countless calls and emails since March asking if offenders 
will be released early due to the pandemic. There have 
been no changes to the manner in which the Board renders 

parole decisions. As always, the panel considers the totality 
of information available, including but not limited to the 
severity of the offense, the offender’s criminal history and 
age, performance during previous periods of supervision, 
drug and alcohol involvement, institutional adjustment and 
behavior, participation in rehabilitative programs, as well as 
both support and protest information. Again, the pandemic 
has not altered how the Board members and parole 
commissioners make these extremely important decisions.

On the topic of protest information, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to quickly address those of you who work in 
law enforcement and the court system. When an offender 
enters the parole review process, trial officials (district 

continued on page 4
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TEXAS RESPONDS TO COVID-19
Impacts on Domestic Violence 
by Samantha McWhinney and Diane Bocklage, Family Violence Services Coordinators
Texas Council on Family Violence

W hile the family violence 
movement navigates this 
significant shift in service 

provision, Texans can glean some 
insight from past events which also 
caused tremendous upheaval. In 2017, 
Hurricane Harvey devastated 41 Texas 
counties and the 28 family violence 
programs housed there. The TCFV 
Hurricane Harvey Report outlines 
many issues which surfaced then, 
such as uncertainty to the severity 
or duration of the threat, limited 
resources, pressures on community 
infrastructures, and trauma shared 
by survivors and staff alike. These 
are concerns professionals are also 
navigating in this new crisis. The 
similarities in circumstances are 
especially alarming because of the 
increase in strangulation cases and 
spike in intimate partner homicides 
seen after Hurricane Harvey. These are 
the dangerous outcomes professionals 
are working to prevent during this 
pandemic. 

When stay-at-home orders were issued 
across Texas, family violence survivors 
faced the dangerous threat of being 
confined to the same home with their 
abuser without the external support 
and temporary relief that can come 
from school, work, or other businesses. 
During the pandemic, many families 
have experienced the impact of the virus 

The COVID-19 pandemic has greatly altered lives in a way 
that will have far-reaching and potentially long-lasting 
effects. The repercussions of the pandemic on family 
violence are no exception, impacting survivor safety, access 
to resources, community response capacity, and service 

provision. Being in the early stages of this outbreak limits 
the availability of formal data. However, the Texas Council 
on Family Violence (TCFV) engaged in many collaborative 
conversations with stakeholders across the state to gather 
anecdotal information to inform this article. 

in the form of health concerns, loss 
of income, or lack of childcare. While 
these added stressors are not a cause 
for violence, it is important to note 
that they can escalate risk factors of 
violence for individuals whose partners 
are abusive. In addition to pre-existing 
power and control dynamics, survivors 
are now at risk of their abusers 
exploiting COVID-19 circumstances.  
For example, abusers may use social 
distancing as a tool to further isolate 
survivors, force them to leave the home 
when they aren’t comfortable doing 
so, or intentionally expose them to the 
virus. To mitigate some of this risk, 
battering intervention and prevention 
programs across the state of Texas 
worked in partnership with the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) 
Community Justice Assistance Division 
and TCFV to transition services online, 
maintaining involvement with the men 
in their programs and promoting victim 
safety.

Survivors also face increased challenges 
in accessing resources. With little 
opportunity to distance themselves 
from their partner, contacting family 
violence programs, hotlines, or law 
enforcement has become increasingly 
precarious for survivors. If a survivor is 
considering leaving the home, they now 
must also weigh the health implications 
of possible exposure to the virus when 

accessing an alternate housing situation, 
whether through family, friends, or a 
domestic violence shelter. Domestic 
violence service providers are adapting 
their advocacy efforts, based on many 
complex factors, to address these new 
conditions. Some programs were able to 
utilize virtual platforms to communicate 
across the agency between staff and 
introduced texting and online platforms, 
providing survivors an alternative to a 
phone call. 

Domestic violence agencies have a 
high level of required confidentiality 
to protect survivors and a quick move 
to online services led advocates and 
providers to balance maintaining 
victim rights and safety while 
continuing to provide accessible 
essential support services. Programs 
attempting to provide uninterrupted 
advocacy by shifting services, such 
as counseling, to an online platform 
quickly demonstrated the lack of readily 
available, affordable, and compliant 
virtual platforms. Online streaming 
of court proceedings posed another 
potential threat to victim safety as 
hearings could be made available to 
anyone and remain available through 
recording. This alone could discourage 
a survivor from pursuing a legal option, 
or leave the survivor open to escalated 
harassment or violence for pursuing 

continued on next page
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legal action. 

These discussions come tethered to the 
concern for the safety and well-being 
of advocates on the front lines of the 
movement.  Communication with staff 
around quick changes, finding ways to 
implement safety precautions in shelter 
while supporting safety promotion 
and empowerment-focused services, 
navigating sick leave policies and 
supportive staff procedures, and ethical 
questions around the disproportional 
effects this pandemic has on 
communities of color and marginalized 
populations across the board are just 
a few of the many deep challenges that 
service providers continue to navigate.

Faced with these many difficult 
challenges, programs have worked 

diligently to explore creative options, 
and access new ways of providing 
services.  Prevention teams are 
providing outreach through new social 
media channels. Shelters and non-
residential support services continue 
to strive for best practices to meet 
the needs of their staff and survivors. 
Advocates continue to support survivors 
around safety planning and accessing 
resources available to them during this 
time.

Like many organizations around the 
world, TCFV has moved to full-time 
remote work and opted for virtual, 
rather than in-person, events in the 
interest of staff and stakeholder health 
and safety. By collaborating with 
state agencies, local programs, and 
national leaders, TCFV has created best 

practice toolkits for family violence 
programs and batterer intervention 
and prevention programs to reference 
during the pandemic. A list of 
COVID-19 specific programmatic and 
survivor resources can also be found 
on the TCFV website. TCFV remains 
dedicated to supporting local family 
violence programs and communities 
across Texas by providing timely 
and thoughtful technical assistance. 
We stand in solidarity and in awe of 
these advocates serving as essential 
workers in this response to two major 
simultaneous public health crises as 
they navigate abrupt changes to the 
services they provide to survivors and 
their families. We uphold the resiliency 
of survivors and those who do the work 
every day to support those affected by 
domestic violence. 

Texas Responds: continued from page 3

judge, sheriff, and prosecuting attorney) 
and the police chiefs of the county of 
conviction are notified and given the 
opportunity to provide input. Not only 
does this information assist the parole 
panel in making release decisions, 
but also helps them determine which 
special conditions to impose if the 
offender is granted parole. If you have 
specific knowledge about a case that 
could provide valuable insight for the 
Board, please consider submitting that 
to Victim Services Division at victim.
svc@tdcj.texas.gov, along with the 
offender’s name and Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) number. 
The TDCJ Victim Services Division will 
ensure that your feedback is placed in 
the offender’s file and available to the 
voters.

Now I’ll get back to the effects 
coronavirus has had on the Board, and 
more specifically, our Victim Liaison 
Program. We were really excited about 
opportunities to travel and speak 

Board: continued from page 2
about what we have been doing to 
assist victims in Texas. We were all 
set to present at the Association of 
Paroling Authorities International 
Conference in Nashville, the National 
Association of Victim Assistance in 
Corrections Conference in Phoenix, and 
the American Probation and Parole 
Association (APPA) Conference in New 
York City, but all of these events were 
canceled or postponed. 

I’m happy to say, however, that Victim 
Services Division (VSD) Deputy Director 
Mary McCaffity and I were still able 
to present via APPA’s Virtual Training 
Institute during the last week of August. 
In our session, “Improving Victim 
Services Through Collaboration,” we 
discussed the partnership between the 
Board and VSD, which was formed to 
ensure that victims and survivors of 
crime feel fully informed and supported 
throughout the parole review process. 
We elaborated on the continuum of 
services available to crime victims 

during the post-conviction phase of 
the criminal justice system, as well as 
the Board’s new training initiative that 
assists both parole decision-makers and 
the victims they speak with. 

Regarding victim interviews with the 
Board during the pandemic, most have 
been conducted via telephone to help 
minimize the risk of exposure or spread 
the virus. Some victims have opted for 
a Zoom meeting with the lead voter, but 
pursuant to statutory requirement, they 
do still have the option to participate 
in an in-person interview. If this is 
requested, a screening questionnaire 
is completed and approval must be 
granted prior to appearing before the 
Board.

All accompaniments by the VSD 
Regional Victim Services Coordinators 
and myself were halted in March, 
however we are always willing to 
schedule a call with the victim prior to 
their Board interview to ensure they 

continued on next page

https://2020-vti.appa-net.org/s/appa-virtual-conference/home
https://2020-vti.appa-net.org/s/appa-virtual-conference/home
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
Victim Services Program
by Roberta Farley, MA, LPA, Assistant Manager, DPS Victim Services

he Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) - Victim 
Services program is a 

statewide and law enforcement-based 
victim assistance program. The DPS 
is a state police agency created in 
1937 to provide public safety and 
enforce laws. The Department consists 
of three major Sections:  Homeland 
Security Operations, Law Enforcement 
Operations, and Law Enforcement 
Services. The Law Enforcement 
entities enforce and investigate crime 
(Texas Highway Patrol, Criminal 
Investigations Division, and Texas 
Rangers). Established in 1997, The 
DPS Victim Services Program falls 
under the Services Section within 
the department and is dedicated to 
providing comprehensive services to 
victims of crime and other traumatic 
events. The program counselors serve 
as the Crime Victim Liaison(s) for 
the agency with the responsibility of 
fulfilling crime victims’ rights. Currently, 
it employs fifteen licensed mental health 
professionals located across the state to 
provide direct services to victims in all 
254 counties.   

Since Counselors are co-located with 
DPS officers, they have direct access 
to investigators, reports, and victim 
information, facilitating proactive 
outreach to victims. Having state 
vehicles allows them much mobility, 
making access to services easier 
for victims. Counselors are able to 
provide a diverse list of services: victim 
advocacy, crisis intervention, mental 
health counseling, real-time emergency 
response, Crime Victims’ Compensation 
assistance, explanation of victim’s 
rights, and victim accompaniment 
in various settings. Using a multi-
disciplinary approach, they work in 
tandem with other governmental and 
non-governmental agencies to deliver 
services.

In the event of a mass casualty, DPS 
Counselors are prepared to deploy 
immediately. They coordinate with local 
victim services providers (and FBI if the 
event is federal in nature) to provide 
emergency assistance. They can assist 
in Family Reunification Centers, Family 
Assistance Centers, and in the field to 
provide death notification, reunification 
with family members, rapid filing of 
Crime Victim’s Compensation, crisis 

counseling, assistance with the return 
of personal effects, law enforcement/
criminal justice accompaniment, 
and any other urgent victim need. In 
collaboration with other providers, 
the counselors will provide follow-up 
services to victims and family members 
until transitioned to longer-term 
services. Along with many local and 
federal resources, the program was 
integral in assisting with the El Paso, 
Odessa and White Settlement mass 
shooting crimes.

Legislated as an Assist Agency, the DPS 
extends all of its resources, including 
victim assistance, to local/state/federal 
law enforcement agencies, particularly 
to smaller and/or rural law enforcement 
agencies with limited resources. Any 
person, agency or organization, can 
request services, which are provided 
free of charge. 

To locate a DPS Victim Services 
Counselor or learn more about our 
program please visit: https://www.
dps.texas.gov/administration/staff_
support/victimservices/pages/index.
htm, or call our main line at 512-424-
2211 for more assistance.

feel prepared and all their questions 
are answered. I encourage you to visit 
this link for information pertaining to 
the parole review process: https://
www.tdcj.texas.gov/bpp/VictimLiaison/
VictimLiaison.html.

Here you can view a 10 minute video 
that explains the process in detail and 

Board: continued from page 4
shows what it’s like to meet with the 
lead voter, as well as read our list of 
Frequently Asked Questions. My contact 
information can also be found at that link, 
and I invite you to reach out with any 
feedback, questions, or training requests. 
On behalf of the Texas Board of Pardons 
and Paroles, I hope you are all staying 
safe and healthy.

https://www.dps.texas.gov/administration/staff_support/victimservices/pages/index.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/administration/staff_support/victimservices/pages/index.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/administration/staff_support/victimservices/pages/index.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/administration/staff_support/victimservices/pages/index.htm
https://www.tdcj.texas.gov/bpp/VictimLiaison/VictimLiaison.html
https://www.tdcj.texas.gov/bpp/VictimLiaison/VictimLiaison.html
https://www.tdcj.texas.gov/bpp/VictimLiaison/VictimLiaison.html
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H aving key information about 
the child support process, 
survivors will be able to 

effectively develop a safety plan while 
meeting the financial needs of their 
family.  

To be responsive to the safety needs 
of family violence survivors, the Child 
Support Division (CSD) has worked 
with the Texas Council on Family 
Violence (TCFV) since 2008 to develop 
policies, practices, training, and 
resources based on the best and most 
promising practices. Together, they 
have developed outreach materials 
and training programs for family 
violence survivors and advocates on 
the available safety measures through 
the child support program. Some of 
the greatest achievements coming 
from this collaboration has been the 
development of the Get Child Support 
Safely Advocate Toolkit, which has been 
distributed to advocates, and builds 
on existing work products, including 
the www.getchildsupportsafely.org 
website, customer educational outreach 
materials, internal and external 
trainings and local collaborative efforts 
between CSD and family violence 
programs. 

By training advocates about CSD 
processes, they become equipped to 
comprehensively work with survivors 
who, by choice or by referral, enter the 
child support program. Advocates who 
understand our policies and practices 

HELPING FAMILY VIOLENCE SURVIVORS
Access Child Support Safely in Texas
by Lorena Sánchez, Director, Prevention, Early Intervention & Outreach
Child Support Division | Family Initiatives | The Texas Office of the Attorney General

can help survivors carefully assess the 
benefits and potential risks of opening 
a paternity or child support case. 
Survivors who have carefully weighed 
the benefits and risks may choose to 
cooperatively engage with CSD, request 
good cause, or pursue another option. 

The Get Child Support Safely Toolkit 
design helps advocates and survivors 
discuss paternity, child support and 
parenting time options, establish 
realistic expectations about the child 
support process and safety planning, 
and prepare for court and the child 
support order. Trained advocates may 
join survivors at child support court 

to provide emotional support, if local 
program capacity allows. The court 
setting can feel intimidating. Survivors 
who have a toolkit-trained advocate 
by their side will feel more secure and 
focused. Informed survivors can more 
clearly articulate their circumstances 
before and during negotiations, which 
may lead to better, safer and more 
workable court orders that both parents 
can follow – and that benefits everyone. 

The Child Support Division has 
developed several training packages 
to educate staff about the dynamics of 
family violence. In 2013, CSD delivered 

The Texas Office of the Attorney General believes family 
violence is of paramount concern for its child support 
program. Parents fleeing abusive situations may be reluctant 
to seek child support because they think the process will 

cause greater harm. Often, survivors who do enter the child 
support system do not know much about the process and 
that creates a potential risk. 

continued on next page

http://www.getchildsupportsafely.org
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Visit www.getchildsupportsafely.org for additional information on the child support process and learn about the safety measures 
for family violence survivors.  
If you are interested in scheduling a child support and family violence training for your staff, please email family.initiatives@oag.
texas.gov or call Melissa Schulz, Family Violence Specialist, at 512-460-6362.

a role-specific family violence training 
for staff and attorneys. Since October 
2015, the division has required field 
staff to participate in annual refresher 
trainings. Through ongoing training 
efforts, the CSD prioritizes the needs 
of customers while safely seeking child 
support services.

Child Support: continued from page 6

A MESSAGE TO OUR CHILD SUPPORT 
CUSTOMERS IMPACTED BY FAMILY VIOLENCE 
AND COVID-19
In response to the current public health event, physical child 
support offices will be closed to customers and visitors as 
we transition to virtual child support establishment and 
enforcement services. We acknowledge this may be a very 
stressful time for many of our customers and recognize the 
impact social distancing may have on survivors and victims 
of family violence.

Social distancing, changes in living situations, and the 
current public health event may heighten risk factors for 
persons experiencing family violence. If you need help, 
contact the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-
799-SAFE (7233) to locate the nearest program.  Advocates 
are available to assist in weighing factors that are important 
for the safety and well-being of you and your family.

Get Child Support Safely

THE CHILD SUPPORT DIVISION IS WORKING 
TO SERVE YOU DURING THIS PUBLIC HEALTH 
EVENT
If you have questions about your case or an upcoming 
appointment there are several ways you can safely 
communicate with a Child Support representative, without 
physically coming to our office:

Live Chat
Child Support Interactive

Toll Free Number
Phone: 800-252-8014

For the deaf or hard of hearing: 7-1-1 or 1-800-Relay-TX (1-
800-735-2989)

Online
Child Support and COVID-19

mailto:family.initiatives%40oag.texas.gov?subject=
mailto:family.initiatives%40oag.texas.gov?subject=
https://childsupport.oag.state.tx.us/wps/portal/CSIMobile/MobileCSIHome/%21ut/p/z1/jY5PC4JAFMQ_jVff2zKRbtKhP2wURGjvEmutq7C5y7om9emTupY0txl-MwwQ5ECNuNdK-No0Qg_-RPGZ73jEltGEJ2s2w3TPD_FitWXIGGRvAH8oRaB_-iMAjc9vgJQ2xedq2hTTRAE5WUonXdi5Ia68t_MAA-z7PlTSX6paX9vOWuN8K0qpH6FxKsBvA5VpPeSjRbC3Y_7kMnsByZOwvA%21%21/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/child-support/covid19
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/child-support/who-we-are/child-support-publications
mailto:family.initiatives%40oag.texas.gov?subject=
mailto:policy%40tcfv.org?subject=
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NATIONAL VICTIM
Awareness Dates
September 2020
National Suicide Prevention Month and 
National Suicide Prevention Week
Suicidal thoughts can affect anyone regardless of age, gender 
or background. Every year thousands of individuals die by 
suicide, leaving behind their friends and family who must 
cope with the tragedy of their loss. Suicide loss survivors 
are often left in the dark and too often unable to share 
the feelings of shame and stigma of suicide. September is 
National Suicide Prevention Month and National Suicide 
Prevention Week was September 8 – 14, 2020. This is a 
time to raise awareness and share resources and stories 
to shed light on this highly misunderstood topic. For more 
information on suicide awareness and prevention, visit 
https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/
Suicide-Prevention-Awareness-Month.

Patriot Day and National Day of Service and 
Remembrance
September 11th is Patriot Day and a National Day of Service 
and Remembrance. On this day Americans across the 
country are called to volunteer in their local communities 
in tribute to the individuals lost and injured in the attacks, 
first responders, and the many who have risen in service 
to defend freedom. In 2009 President Barack Obama 
amended the Patriot Day Presidential Proclamation, 
first established by President George W. Bush, officially 
designating September 11th as a National Day of Service and 
Remembrance. Approximately 35 million Americans observe 
September 11th Day by engaging in some form of charitable 
service, making September 11th Day the largest annual 
day of charitable service in the United States. For more 
information, visit https://www.nationalservice.gov/serve/
september-11th-national-day-service-and-remembrance.

National Day of Remembrance for Murder 
Victims
In 2007, Congress designated September 25th as the 
National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims.  Robert 
and Charlotte Hullinger, of Cincinnati, formed Parents of 
Murdered Children following the 1978 murder of their 
19-year-old daughter, Lisa, while she was studying in 
Germany. The annual day of observance is on the date Lisa 
was murdered. The annual National Day of Remembrance 
for Murder Victims gives us all the opportunity to remember 
those lost to homicide, and honor their memories.  The 
purpose of this event is to focus on the impact of murder on 
families and communities, and ways to support and serve 
survivors. It is a time for survivors of homicide to gather, 
remember and share their loved ones, and to connect 
with one another. For more information, visit https://
victimsupportservices.org/events/day-of-remembrance-for-
murder-victims/.

When all else failed
Hope didn’t
She flew through us all
Letting us know, we still had her
We just needed to look hard enough. - from “Hope is Not Lost,” Jessica Millsaps

continued on next page

https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Suicide-Prevention-Awareness-Month
https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Suicide-Prevention-Awareness-Month
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The Victim’s Informer e-newsletter is published 
quarterly. Articles and other submissions should 
be sent to the TDCJ Victim Services Division, Texas 
Crime Victim Clearinghouse, 8712 Shoal Creek Blvd, 
Suite 265, Austin, Texas 78757-6899 or emailed to 
tdcj.clearinghouse@tdcj.texas.gov. If you would like 
to submit materials, the deadline dates for articles, 
meeting notices, and other submissions are below. For 
questions or comments, please call us at 800-848-4284 
or 512-406-5931.

Deadlines for articles and other information:
September 25, 2020 for December 2020/
January 2021 issue

December 18, 2020 for March/April 2021

Please Note:  You may access the publication at 
the TDCJ VSD website by going to tdcj.texas.gov/
publications/victim_informer_newsletter.html. If 
you wish, we will notify you via email each time The 
Victim’s Informer becomes available on the TDCJ VSD 
website and provide an electronic link to The Victim’s 
Informer. 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe/Update your email address 
here:  https://ivss.tdcj.texas.gov.

Angie McCown, Director
Texas Department of Criminal Justice
Victim Services Division
victim.svc@tdcj.texas.gov

INFORMATION ABOUTINFORMATION ABOUT
The Victim’s InformerThe Victim’s Informer
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October 2020
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Don’t stay silent. It’s time to speak up all month long. October 
is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, which first 
began in 1981 by the National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence as a Day of Unity to connect battered women’s 
advocates across the country.

Domestic violence affects millions, both women and men, 
of every race, religion, culture and status. The Violence 
Against Women Act passed in 1994. This landmark legislation 
combined new provisions that hold offenders accountable 
and provide programs and services for victims. Between 
1993 and 2010, the overall rate of domestic violence dropped 
nearly two-thirds and state laws have reformed to address 
issues such as dating abuse in the workplace, stalking, 
employment discrimination and more. Every October, we 
rededicate ourselves to breaking the cycle. Visit https://www.
breakthecycle.org.
November 2020
International Survivors of Suicide Loss Day 
In 1999, Senator Harry Reid, who lost his father to suicide, 
introduced a resolution to the United States Senate which led to 
the creation of International Survivors of Suicide Loss Day. Also 
known as Survivor Day, the day was designated by the United 
States Congress as a day on which those affected by suicide 
can join together for healing and support. It was determined 
that Survivor Day would always fall on the Saturday before 
American Thanksgiving (November 26, 2020) as the holidays 
are often a difficult time for suicide loss survivors.

Each year, the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
supports hundreds of large and small Survivor Day events 
around the world, in which suicide loss survivors come 
together to find connection, understanding and hope through 
their shared experience. For more information:  https://afsp.
org/international-survivors-of-suicide-loss-day.
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