
Patient with 
varicella infection 

Chicken- 
pox? 

Disseminated 
Shingles? 

Identify Close Contacts 
- Live in same dorm 
- Live in same cellblock 
- Close friends or sexual 
   contacts 
- In same classroom or indoor 
  work location for more than 
  1 hour within 2 days prior to 
  rash onset 

Identify Close Contacts 
- Live in same cell 
- Close friends or sexual 
   contacts 

Immune? 
(see checklist) 

 

Immune? 
(see checklist) 

 

Offer postexposure 
prophylaxis: 
- Pregnant or immuno- 
  compromised: VZIG 
  (if available) 
- Others – varicella 
  vaccine 

End 

No, patient has shingles 

Yes 

No Yes 

Yes Yes 

No No 

Yes No Immunity Checklist 

  
Born before 1980? Review Medical Profile Screen and 
SSNO screen on Mainframe Forvus for DOB and Birth 
location  

  Offender gives history of physician diagnosed chicken 
pox? 

  Offender gives history of physician diagnosed shingles? 

  Documented history of full series of varicella vaccine? 

  Serologic proof of immunity? 

A “yes” on 
any question 
indicates 
offender is 
immune to 
varicella. 
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